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the New Orleans Index
Anniversary Edition: Three Years After Katrina
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Extent of flooding on Sep 2, 2005
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Central Business District, French Quarter
Central City, East Riverside, Garden District, Irish Channel, Lower Garden District, Milan, St. Thomas, Touro
Audubon, Black Pearl, Broadmoor, Dixon, East Carrollton, Fontainebleau, Freret, Hollygrove, Leonidas, Uptown, West 
Riverside
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Tulane/Gravier
City Park, Lakeshore/Lake Vista, Lakeview, Lakewood, Navarre, West End
Dillard, Filmore, Gentilly Terrace, Gentilly Woods, Lake Terrace & Lake Oaks, Milneburg, Pontchartrain Park, St. Anthony
Bywater, Desire Area, Desire Development, Florida Area, Florida Development, Marigny, St. Claude, St. Roch
Holy Cross, Lower 9th Ward
Little Woods, Pines Village, Plum Orchard, Read Boulevard East, Read Boulevard West, West Lake Forest
Village de L’Est
Lake Catherine, Viavant/Venetian Isles
Algiers Point, Behrman, Fischer, McDonogh, Old Aurora, US Naval Support Area, Tall Timbers/ Brechtel, Whitney
English Turn

Summary of Findings

In 2011, the Army Corps of Engineers is scheduled to complete the Hurricane and Storm Damage Risk Reduction 
System for the New Orleans region. �is system includes levees, �oodgates, �oodwalls, canal closures, and pumping 
stations. It is intended to provide protection from a storm surge that has a 1% chance of occurring any given year.

As of June 2007, hurricane �ood modeling showed that some parts of town (such as planning districts 4 and 5) are 
now at less risk for �ooding, while many neighborhoods (for example, planning districts 6, 8, 9, and 12) are essen-
tially at the same risk for �ooding as they were pre-Katrina. Meanwhile, improvements to the system are ongoing.1 
�is modeling indicates a greatly reduced risk of �ooding after the 2011 system is completed.

1 Improvements made to date include construction of out�ow canal gates, rebuilding levees, scour protection, transition armoring, rein-
forcement of �oodwalls and safe house construction.
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Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Hurricane Protection System. Risk and Reliability Depth Maps. March 2008 http://www.
mvn.usace.army.mil/hps/risk_depth_map.html.
Notes: These maps are a relative indicator of reduced risk as construction on the system progresses. They do not depict interior 
drainage modeling results, but rather subtract the amount of water that the pumps operating at 50% capacity could remove from 
the city.

Pre-Katrina June 2007 (construction in progress) 2011 (scheduled completion date)

Hurricane �ood model depicting a one percent chance of hurricane �ooding this deep any given year 
across New Orleans, assuming the pump stations are operating at 50% capacity
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